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Dear Parents, 

June certainly signals a multitude of emotions and calmness is not one of them! 
When I consider all that has to be done in the next two weeks I want to run and 
hide. It is best to take things day by day and much is accomplished when that 
attitude is adopted. I know that you are dealing with Summer fever at home which 
is multiplied 400 fold at school! 

We will bid farewell to our oldest students on Friday evening and they are ready to 
fly from this eagles’ nest into high school. They had a very busy week with exams 
and are bursting at the seams to be out of here! But they are ours for one more 
week and have much to do before receiving their SVMS diploma. I congratulate 
each of them for all of their hard work and for their many great achievements. 
When I reviewed the exams I was very impressed with the high level of knowledge 
that these students exhibited. We are very proud of them! There are great things 
in store for them and hopefully we have prepared them well for any challenge that 
they might face in their first year in high school. I remember this class being my 
first Kindergarten graduation and marvel at how far that they have come. Special 
congratulations to Bridget Hanley who is the Valedictorian and Jacob Klug who is 
the Salutatorian. 

We were treated to a phenomenally touching assembly on Thursday that touched 
deep into the heart of service. Rich Glacken organized the assembly and was 
logistically helped by Miss Gisoldi. They nailed everything down to the last detail. 



 
 The goal of the assembly was to honor those who have sacrificed their lives for 
our country, express gratitude to current and former Military personnel, and 
provide further reinforcement of the "service to community" ideal that has been 
instilled in our children.  By doing this the spotlight was shone on the SVMS 
student body as well as the Cub Scout and Girl Scout program. We had many 
distinguished guests with us including: 

• US Navy  EA/18G Pilots from USS Eisenhower (2016 SVMS Candy and letter 
drive recipients coming back to say thank you.) 

• US Secret Service Special Agent, Presidential Protection Detail, Eagle 
Scout  

• The mother of a female rear admiral in the Navy 
• State officers 
• Madison NJ Police Department Officers 
• Founding member of the scout program at SVMS 

 
I was amazed at the number of scouts that we have at SVMS and always 
appreciate how their goals and values match ours. The program began with an honor 
guard and presentation of colors done ceremoniously by the state police. They 
were followed into the gym by a multitude of scouts at all levels who march with 
great pride. We did the Pledge of Allegiance and George Dailey played “The Star 
Spangled Banner’ beautifully on the piano. Mr. Glacken explained the reason for the 
ceremony to the student body. The students heard from a Secret Service Agent; 
heard about a female rear admiral; and were highly entertained by a US 
Navy  EA/18G Pilot from USS Eisenhower. The latter was accompanied by his 
colleagues who came to say thank you in person for the gift of candy and thank 
yous that the students had sent them last year. Each class had a representative 
come up and ask a question and the children demonstrated great respect and care 
for the visiting guests. Special presentations were made to the guests and the 
assembly ended with a touching singing of “I Am Proud to Be an American. This 
assembly was a very heart felt one and the students witnessed commitment and 
service personified. A great sense of pride emanated from the gym and I am so 
aware that we are blessed at SVMS to teach lessons to our children that go far 
beyond those found in books. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

I thank our Education Council and our Home School Association for the tremendous 
work that they did on behalf of our school this past year. My gratitude to them is 
heart-felt and beyond words! It is unbelievable the amount of time, talent and 
treasure that goes into the behind the scenes work of these two organizations.  
We are very blessed to have such a supportive and giving parent body. To Mary 
Beth Flanagan and Julia Crimmins-thank you for leading the HSA ship so admirably. 
I appreciate all of the work done by all of the parent members of this organization 
that makes so much happen at our school. Congratulations to Jenn Blunda and 
Chrissy Farkas for putting themselves out there as Co-Presidents for the coming 
school year. A big thank you to Allison Foer for stepping into the shoes of Vice 
President.  She is in need of a partner and I know that there is someone out there 
chomping at the bit for this position. Don’t be shy! Go for it! SVMS is in very good 
hands with all of these fine women ably supported by their husbands behind the 
scenes. 

Thank you to Nina Lagios, President and Lesley Rohrbacker, Vice-President for 
commanding the Education Council ship and for guiding the members who work in 
committee to great accomplishments. I want to thank Jacqui Pasqua and  Loundon  
publicly, members of the Development Committee of our Education Council, for 
securing a $10,000 grant from the Hyde and Watson Foundation. These funds will 
be used to update the school’s server. Grant writing requires a specific skillset and 
Mrs. London and Mrs. Pasqua have devoted much time to this cause. Their 
expertise is much appreciated! 

Field Day for Kindergarten through 3rd grade was a great success. The weather 
was very iffy but the children were chomping at the bit to be out of the building 
and it was worth taking the risk of going to Dodge Field. Mr. Bertos and Mrs. 
Plunkett planned wonderful stations and were ably assisted by some very dedicated 
8th graders who were totally focused on the task at hand.  It is so heartwarming to 
hear the children shouting with glee and having a ball encouraged by the older 
students. Thank you to the parents who stepped up to the plate to help also. All of 



the students had great fun and especially enjoyed the yearly favorite water 
balloon contest.  

We will be putting out all lost and found items on a table in the lobby on Monday 
and Tuesday. Please know that if you cannot find a item of school clothing that it 
has probably been placed in the bin. 

As I said in the beginning there will be much happening within and with-out these 
walls for the remaining weeks. 3rd grade will be heading out to Parsippany for their 
Native Lands class trip. Kindergarten are going to Castle park and PreK 4 will be 
off to Foster fields. This will end the class trips for the year and I know that the 
feedback from all of them has been very positive. I thank the HSA for funding the 
buses for the class trips. This yearly giving by the HSA really has cut down on trip 
costs. 

Students from grades 3 to 7 will be kept busy studying for upcoming exams and 
before we know it will be time to kick back and enjoy some vacation time. I am sure 
that you all have wonderful plans for the summer and I pray that all will work out 
well enough for you to enjoy some rest and relaxation. 

Be peace-filled this coming week and may the weather settle so that we can spend 
many hours outdoors. 

                                                                                                Blessings, 

                                                                                                Sr. Noreen 

 

 

 

	


